Thinking and Reasoning Skills
Argument Maps

Joint & Independent Reasons
1) For each argument underline the conclusion, highlight any indicator words and bracket any reasons.

2) Draw an argument map in the column next to it to show whether the reasons are joint or independent.
	Argument
	Argument Map



	A)  TV soaps rarely win awards from serious critics. Coronation Street is a TV soap so it will not win anything.
	

	b)  Wearing high heels can damage your feet.  High heels can cause you to fall over.  So you should wear flat shoes.
	

	c)  Ireland is full of beautiful countryside.  Ireland has a great night life.  Therefore, Ireland is a good place for a holiday.
	

	d)  Water is essential to hydrate people to make them healthy.  School children need to be hydrated to concentrate.  It follows that all schools should have water fountains.


	

	e) If the traffic is bad in the morning the bus will be late. The traffic is bad today.  So the bus will be late.


	

	f)  All dogs should be micro chipped.  I have a dog.  So I should get him micro chipped.


	


3) In the space provided below give an example of your own of an argument with joint reasons and an argument with separate reasons.

	Argument with separate reasons
	Argument with joint reasons
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